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judgment of Abelard's case, had themselves applied to him,
and had had a ready response to their cry for help.
The prosecution was led by Adam of the Little Bridge; and,
when he had finished speaking, Gilbert called an army of
witnesses to speak for him from the ranks of those who had
once been his pupils, and were now his fellow bishops. Then
he elaborately refuted the charges against him, but that did
not clarify matters much, for no one was able to understand
the terms of his refutation. The Pope himself admitted that he
was baffled. To escape from the impasse, the prosecution
demanded that a copy of his Boethius Commentary should be
given them; but Gilbert's clerks had carefully left the book at
home, for they did not think that the members of the synod
could understand it, and they emphatically did not trust the
prosecution to refrain from tampering with it. All the written
data which the prosecution possessed was a sheet of extracts
from the book. This sheet was handed to an abbot present,
with instructions that he was to annotate the propositions, and
produce them at the next meeting of the synod, which was
to take place at Rheims in the next year. With that the synod
adjourned.
There was, however, a full year's grace before it was to
meet again, and the zealous guardians of the Faith from the
hideous dangers of secular learning were by no means well
pleased with the inconclusive results of Paris. They therefore
held a special private meeting in order to rehearse their tactics
at Rheims. Of those present, several were English, and
included Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, Roger, Arch-
bishop of York, and Thomas Becket. John of Salisbury, though
not present himself, heard what had passed at this secret
meeting, and wrote it down. From his account, cool and
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